or demolished by the city, the city shall sell the usable materials of the building and any
personal property, fixtures, or appurtenances found in or attached to the building. The city
shall credit the proceeds of the sale against the cost of the removal or demolition. Any
balance remaining from the sale shall be deposited with the clerk of superior court of the
county where the property is located and shall be disbursed by the court to the person found
to be entitled thereto by final order or decree of the court.

(bl) Additional Lien. — The amounts incurred by the city in connection with the
removal or demolition shall also be a lien against any other real property owned by the
owner of the building or structure and located within the city limits or within one mile of
the city limits, except for the owner's primary residence. The provisions of subsection (b)
of this section apply to this additional lien, except that this additional lien is inferior to all
prior liens and shall be collected as a money judgment.

(¢)  [Nonexclusive Remedy.] — Nothing in this section shall be construed to impair
or limit the power of the city to define and declare nuisances and to cause their removal or
abatement by summary proceedings, or otherwise. (1969, ¢. 1065, s. 1; 1971, ¢. 698, 5. 1;
2000-164, s. 3; 2001-386, s. 2; 2001-448, 5. 2; 2002-118, s, 2; 2003-23, 5. 1; 2003-42, 5. 1;
2004-6, 5. 1, 2007-216, s. 2; 2008-59, s. 25 2009-9, 5. 2; 2009-263, ss. 1, 3.)

§ 160A-433. Records and reports.

The inspection department shall keep complete and accurate records in convenient form
of all applications received, permits issued, inspections and reinspections made, defects
found, certificates of compliance granted, and all other work and activities of the
department. These records shall be kept in the manner and for the periods prescribed by
the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, Periodic reports shall
be submitted to the city council and to the Commissioner of Insurance as they shall by
ordinance, rule, or regulation require. (1905, ¢. 506, ss. 30, 31; Rev., ss. 3004, 3005; 1915,
c. 192,5.12; C.S., ss. 2766, 2767; 1969, c. 1065, 5. 1; 1971, ¢. 698, 5. 1; 1983, ¢. 377,5. 7;
2015-241, s. 14.30(s).)

§ 160A-434. Appeals in general,

Unless otherwise provided by law, appeals from any order, decision, or determination
by a member of a local inspection department pertaining to the State Building Code or
other State building laws shall be taken to the Commissioner of Insurance or his designee
or other official specified in G.S. 143-139, by filing a written notice with him and with the
inspection department within a period of 10 days after the order, decision, or determination.
Further appeals may be taken to the State Building Code Council or to the courts as
provided by law. (1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1989, ¢. 681, 5. 7A.)

§ 160A-435. Establishment of fire limits.

The city council of every incorporated city shall pass one or more ordinances
establishing and defining fire limits, which shall include the principal business portions of
the city and which shall be known as primary fire limits. In addition, the council may, in
its discretion, establish and define one or more separate areas within the city as secondary
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fire limits. (1905, c. 506, s. 7; Rev., s. 2985; 1917, ¢. 136, subch. 8, s. 2; C.S., ss. 2746,
2802; 1961, c. 240; 1969, c. 1065, 5. 1; 1971, ¢, 698, 5. 1.)

§ 160A-436. Restrictions within primary fire limits.

Within the primary fire limits of any city, as established and defined by ordinance, no
frame or wooden building or structure or addition thereto shall hereafter be erected, altered,
repaired, or moved (either into the limits or from one place to another within the limits),
except upon the permit of the local inspection department approved by the city council and
by the Commissioner of Insurance or his designee. The city council may make additional
regulations for the prevention, extinguishment, or mitigation of fires within the primary
fire limits. (1905, c. 506, s. 8; Rev., 5. 2988; 1915, ¢. 192, 5. 5; C.8., 5. 2750; 1969, c. 1065,
s. 1; 1971, ¢. 698, s. 1; 1989, ¢, 681, 5. 8.}

§ 160A-437. Restriction within secondary fire limits.

Within any secondary fire limits of any city or town, as established and defined by
ordinance, no frame or wooden building or structure or addition thereto shall be erected,
altered, repaired, or moved except in accordance with any rules and regulations established
by ordinance of the areas. (1905, c¢. 506, s. 8; Rev., s. 2988; 1915, c. 192, 5. 5; C.S., 5. 2750;
1969, c. 1065, s. 1; 1971, ¢. 698, 5. 1.)

§ 160A-438. Failure to establish primary fire limits.

If the council of any city shall fail or refuse to establish and define the primary fire
limits of the city as required by law, after having such failure or refusal called to their
attention in writing by the State Commissioner of Insurance, the Commissioner shall have
the power to establish the limits upon making a determination that they are necessary and
in the public interest. (1905, ¢, 506, s. 7; Rev.,, s. 3608; C.S., 5. 2747; 1969, c. 1065, s. 1;
1971, c. 698, 5. 1.)

§ 160A-439. Ordinance authorized as to repair, closing, and demolition of
nonresidential buildings or structures; order of public officer.

(a)  Authority. — The governing body of the ¢ity may adopt and enforce ordinances
relating to nonresidential buildings or structures that fail to meet minimum standards of
maintenance, sanitation, and safety established by the governing body. The minimum
standards shall address only conditions that are dangerous and injurious to public health,
safety, and welfare and identify circumstances under which a public necessity exists for
the repair, closing, or demolition of such buildings or structures. The ordinance shall
provide for designation or appointment of a public officer to exercise the powers prescribed
by the ordinance, in accordance with the procedures specified in this section. Such
ordinance shall only be applicable within the corporate limits of the city.

(b)  Investigation. — Whenever it appears to the public officer that any nonresidential
building or structure has not been properly maintained so that the safety or health of its
occupants or members of the general public are jeopardized for failure of the property to
meet the minimum standards established by the governing body, the public officer shall

NC General Statutes - Chapter 160A 275




